
I INTERNATIONAL 
SYMPOSIUM  

120 YEARS SINCE THE OPENING 
OF THE MODERN SCHOOL 
OF FERRER I GUÀRDIA 
(1901 – 2021)



In commemoration of the 120th anniversary 
since the opening of the Modern School of 
Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia, inaugurated on the 
8th September 1901, the Fundació Ferrer i Guàr-
dia and the Societat d'Història de l'Educació dels 
Països de Llengua catalana are joining forces to 
organize an international symposium to review 
and debate the tradition and continuity of liber-
tarian pedagogy at the national and internatio-
nal level, based on new perspectives and contri-
butions in this field. The Modern School of Barce-
lona (1901-1906) is a pretext to deepen and 
broaden the studies on libertarian pedagogy 
from a past - present - future logic.

The symposium will be held on the 8th and 9th 
September 2021 (Wednesday and Thursday), 
coinciding with the date of the commemoration 
of the inauguration of the Modern School.

Provisional programme 

Wednesday, 8th September 2021
  Inauguration of the symposium.
   Lecture (by a specialist on Ferrer i Guàrdia and 
libertarian pedagogy). 
  Presentation and debate of articles (first block).
 Presentation and tour of Ferrer i Guàrdia in 
Barcelona.  
  Institutional and commemorative act.
Thursday, 9th September 2021
 Guided visit to the exhibition “Educar en llibertat”. 
 Round table on the libertarian pedagogical 
tradition in different territories and countries. 
 Presentation and debate of articles (second 
block).
  Conclusions and closing of the symposium.

8th and 9th September 2021 

El Born Centre de Cultura 
i Memòria de Barcelona

Free registration

We anticipate that the symposium will take 
place in person. However, the finalized 
program will depend on the evolving health 
situation and will be confirmed in future com-
munications.

Presentation of Articles 

The organizers make a call for participation 
and extend an invitation for articles to be 
presented in the following areas with a histori-
cal perspective:
  Libertarian education
 Influence and relevance of Ferrer i Guàrdia 
and the Modern School
  Science and secularism in the 20th century
 Women and coeducation in the Modern School
  Class coeducation and school segregation in 
the 20th century

A summary or abstract of the article must be 
submitted with a maximum length of 1,000 
words (including bibliographic references, 
tables, images, etc.) in one of the following 
languages: Catalan, Spanish, Galician, French 
or English. The papers must include the 
author/s contact information and should speci-
fy which of the areas it is being presented for. 
The articles should be sent in a Word docu-
ment, in Times New Roman 12 point (text), 
justified, with 2.5cm margins and should be 
formatted following APA writing standards, 
both the document and the final references. 
Email the proposal to: 
  fundacio@ferrerguardia.org



The calendar for the presentation and 
acceptance of articles is as follows:
16th May 2021: Submission deadline for article 
abstracts. 
31th May 2021:  Deadline for the acceptance of 
the articles. All those who present an article 
must register for the symposium.
8th and 9th September 2021: During the sympo-
sium, the articles must be orally presented. The 
full written text must also be submitted according 
to indications that will be given at a later date. 
An online publication will be put together with 
the full text of the articles.

Place
El Born Centre de Cultura i Memòria de Barcelo-
na. In addition, we will take advantage of the 
fact that from the 8th April to 3th October 2021, 
the exhibition “Educar en llibertat” (“Educate in 
freedom”) commissioned by Antoni Nicolau, and 
organized in El Born Centre de Cultura i 
Memòria of the Ajuntament de Barcelona (Bar-
celona City Council) is planned to take place. 
Within this framework, dissemination and 
debate activities are also planned around diffe-
rent educational topics (co-education, segrega-
tion, indoctrination, etc.).

 
Registration
Free registration. The next communication will 
provide more information about the registration 
process.  

Barcelona, February 2021
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